Articles assessments for SpLD

Assessments

The purpose of an assessment is to help you understand your profile and develop strategies
to manage your studies, not just to get exam adjustments.

Assessments are available on Mondays with the specialist teacher assessor and need to be
arranged well in advance. There is normally a charge for a full diagnostic assessment, but
students in receipt of the Reading Bursary or high risk students in demonstrable hardship
may be assessed at reduced or no cost.

If you do not fall into either of these categories we can advise on seeking a private
assessment.

Contact the Disability Advisory Service to request a screening form and chat to a member of
our team. The screener will be reviewed by our specialist teacher assessor who will indicate
a high/borderline/low risk of dyslexia/SpLD.

You may need to book an appointment with a Disability Adviser for further discussions. We
can talk about study strategies and explain the special provisions available to students with
dyslexia or dyspraxia.

Please do not wait until your final year to think about being assessed. We will not
recommend or fund full diagnostic assessment in the last three months of your course
because there is insufficient time to put adjustments and support in place.

I have already been assessed and have a diagnosis...
Please send a copy of your full Diagnostic Assessment Report to

spld-dyslexia@reading.ac.uk as soon as possible.

Don't wait until just before exams to do this - it can take some time for reports to be
reviewed, recommendations made and provisions put in place, especially at busy periods.

Sharing information about your assessment

All assessments and advice sessions are confidential. You need to give permission for us to
tell your department if you would like to take up your special provisions. This information will
not appear on your degree certificate.

Important things to be aware of:

e The University's regulations may be different and your report does not guarantee that
we will be able to match the arrangements you had at school.

e Exam access arrangements reports will not be sufficient on their own. If you
only have an exam access arrangements report, we will review it and ask you to
complete the screening form, to help assess your risk of a SpLD.

e The specialist teacher assessor will review the report and make recommendations for
reasonable adjustments.
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If you have had a full diagnostic report carried out since you were 16, this will usually
be sufficient evidence for recommendations to be made for your whole course and to
apply for the Disabled Students 'Allowance (DSA).

We cannot guarantee that you will get adjustments for the first year exams in
May if you have not submitted any evidence by the end of January.

¢ If you have an old (pre-16) full diagnostic assessment, it may give us enough
evidence to recommend extra time in exams and other university-based reasonable
adjustments.

In this case, we will not recommend reassessment unless you tell us you want to
apply for DSA. We can advise you on how to get an updated assessment if you
request it, but at the usual cost.

What kind of support can you expect from the University?

When recommendations are made, with your consent, we will send a very brief report to
your school for in-class tests, essays and the Exams office.

Suggestions are also made to the lecturers, such as making lecture notes or slides available
in advance and granting permission for you to record lectures. You will get a copy of this
summary; these are known as “reasonable adjustments”.

Recommendations are personal and based on your diagnostic assessment report. They
may include:

e extratime - usually 15 minutes per hour (exam and in-class tests only)

e green stickers for coursework and yellow stickers for exams - these mean no penalty for
spelling and grammar errors.

e your arrangements will normally apply to in-class tests

e (occasionally) use of a computer to type exams

e exams in a room with other people having extra time, so you shouldn't be disturbed by
people leaving before you.

Special provisions help markers to know which aspects of your work may be especially
difficult for you, so that they can make a proper evaluation of your achievement in
assessments.

All students at the University, have the support of the Study Advice team, who are always
happy to advise on effective study strategies.

For advice on course and department related issues contact your personal or senior tutor.
For more information please contact the Disability Advisory Service.

Email disability@reading.ac.uk

Telephone: +44 (0) 118 378 6835/4202
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